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Calendar No. 601 

S. J. RES. 96 

[Report No. 602] 


IN THE SENATE OE THE UNITED STATES 

June 30 (legislative day, June 27), 1953 

Mr. Hickenlooper (for himself, Mr. Knowland, Mr. Wiley, Mr. Mlnpt, Mr. 
Fulbright, Mr. Oreen, Mr. Gillette, and Mr. Hill) introduced tlie fol- 
lowing joint resolution; which. was read twice and referred to the Oom- 
¡ mittee on Foreign Relations 

?* 5s *>•*..■ rv* M t tD 

' Jdly 18 (legislative dav, July 6),'J953 

Eeported by Mr. ITickenilkiper, witli amendments 
[Ouiit tlie part struek through and insert the part printed in italic] 


JOINT RESOLUTION 

To strensthen the foreign relations of the United States by 
establishing a Oommission on f International Teleconummi- 
C.ations. Uhií 

Whereas the o verseas information program as carried on tlirongh 
the media of telecommunications is of continuing and increa s- 
ing importance in carrying out and supporting the foreign 
policies of the United States; and 

Whereas in his State of the Union message, Eebrnary 2, 1953, 
the President asserted the necessity “to make more effective 
all activities related to intemational information”; and 

Wherc5Sk&the Sena te Speeial Subcommittee dtsA) verseas Infor- 
mationSAogram s of the Foreign Relations CHnmittee in a 
report filecNjnne 15, 1953, eoncluded that “theS^asibility 
of linking the Aíimitic nations and much of the nonHjJom- 
I 
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mUmst world * * * in vast televisiom¿ietworks is estab- 
lisheck and 


4 '.ntialities 

V 

use of all forms of telecommunioá^ons” : 

v 


Whereas theNmecial subcommittee suggested the\^ca1;ion of a 
commissionNfr) study the present status and the 
of the internatií 
Therefore be it 

1 Resolved by the 8 enate and House of Representativos 

2 of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 That there is hereby established a commission to be known 

4 as the Commission omTnternational Teleeommunications (in 

A 

5 this Act referred to as the “Commission”) . 

6 MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMISSION 

7 Sec. 2. A TIMBEE AND Appointment.— The Commis- 

8 sion shall be composed of nine members as follows : 

(1) Five appointed by the Presiden! of the United 
’ St,8rtes/-fOf ‘Wironf at\least one each shall be appointed 

from the teleeommunications industry and ai least one 
from the field of e dueat i on education and of whom not 
more than three shall be from the same political party; 

(2) Two appointed from the Senate by the Presi- 
dent of the Senate of whom not more than one shall be 
from the same political party, and 

(3) Two appointed from the House of Kepresent- 
atives by the Speaker of the House of Pepres entatives 
of whom not more than one shall be from the same politi- 
cal party. 


9 

>.io 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
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1 -fbf - P o tet - ic - a - e AfitliatioN; — 01 tfec best elass el 

2 me mbers m e ntioncd m subscction -(ftfr moro tkan tlir ee 

3 members ehah be from the sme pelitieal parte. OI the 

4 second and tlilixl cíaseos el member s mentioncd in s u b scction 

5 ene mombor shaU be seloctod frena the samo 

6 pelitieal p a rty. 

7 OEOANIZATION OF THF COMMISSION 

8 Sec. 3. The Commission shall choose its Chairman and 

9 Vice Chairman from among its members and shall estab- 
lo lish its own procedure. 

11 QUOBUM 

12 Seo. 4. Five members of the Commission shall con- 

13 stitute a quorum. 

14 COMEEN 8 A TTOX OF MEMECES OF TITE COMMISSION 

* - 1 

15 Sec. 5. (a) Membees of Congeess. — M embers of 

16 Congress who are members of the Commission shall serve 

17 without compon sation in addition to that received for their 

18 Services as Members of Congress; but without regará to any 

19 other provisión of lavo they shall be reimbursed for travel, 

20 subsistence, and other necessary expenses incurred l>y them 

21 in the performance of the duties vested in the Commission 

22 and reasonable advances may he made to them for such 

23 pur poses. 

24 (b) Membees of the Executive Bbanch. — Any 

25 members of the Commission who may be in the executive 
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1 branch of the Government sliall recdve the compensation 

2 which lie would receive if he were not a member of the 

3 Commission, but without regará tü any other provisión of 

4 laiv they shall be reimbursed for travel, subsistence and other 

5 necessary expenses incuiTed by thern irt the performance of 

6 the duties vested in the Commission and reasonable advances 

7 mag be made to ihern for such purposes. 

8 (c) Members Prom Prívate Life— T he members 

9 from prívate life shall receive not to exceed $75 per diem 

10 when engaged in the performance of duties vesled in the 

11 Commission, plus reimbursement for travel, subsistence, and 

12 other necessary expenses incurred by them in the perform- 

13 anee of such duties. 

14 STAFF pF THE COMMISSION 

15 Sec. 6. The Commission shall have power to appoint 
1® a Secretary General at a salary of not to exceed $15,000 
1^ per annum, and an Assistant Secretary General at a salary 
1® of not to exceed $12,500 per annum, and such other per- 
1^ sonnel in accordance with the Classification Act of 1949, as 

amended, or to obtain assistance from Government agencies 

21 on a reimbursable basis. The Commission is further author- 

22 i Z ed to employ experts and consultants for temporary and 

23 intermittent personal Services, but at rates not to exceed 
21 $75 per diem for individuái s each individual. The Com- 
25 mission is authorized without regará to any other provisión 
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1 of lavo to reimburse employees, experts, and consultante for 

2 travel, subsistence, and other necessary expenses incurred by 

3 them in tbe performance of tlieir official duties and to make 

4 reasonable advances to sucli persons for such purposes. 

5 EXPENSES OF THE COMMISSION 

6 Seo. 7. There is hereby authorized to be appropriated, 

7 out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 

3 not to exceed $ 250,000 to carry out the provisions 

9 of this Act. 

10 EEPOET — EXPIRATION OF THE COMMISSION 


11 Seo. 8. (a) Eepoet. — On or before December 31, 

12 1954 the Commission sliall make a report of its findings 

13 and recommendations to the Oongress. It may submit such 

14 interim reports as it deems desirable. 

15 (b) Expiration of the Commission. — Niriety days 
1® after the submission to the Congress of the report provided 
11 for in subsection (a) of this section 8, the Commission shall 
1® cease to exist. 

19 DUTIES OF the COMMISSION 


29 Seg. 9. The Commission is lirected to examine, study, 

21 and reiort on the subject of ii ternational telecommi nica- 

f 

22 tions aiid to reco r n m end agreemfcnts, policies, and me? sures 


which ivill stimulate the develoiiment and the effective use 


24 of this inedia in fostering cooperai^m and mutual underst^nd- 

25 ínn> omrínni* f Ti n írno notmnc fTi oVtic7AT»1 íT \ 


ing amo^Lg the free nations of the’world. 
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Without limiting tke general scope uf tliis fdirection, tke 
wofk oí tke Commissioif skall inelude consideption of, and 
repfrt on, the following matters : 

(1) Present status f of the use of tke interna ti onal air- 

is coujhtry and otker 


wafes in tke informatio|i programs of tkis 
naftons of tke world. 

I I 

(2) Present statuí of tke use of televisión in tke infor- 
mátion programs of tais country and otker liations of tke 


wcrld. 

{3) Possibilities éf the expanded use oi 


televisión in 


caiKñig out tke pur]|oses of Public Law 4p (Eigktietk 

Oofgress) . í j 

i i 

(4) Possibilities lf international cooperario n, botk gov- 
erimental and prívate#, in tke construotion, nfair.tenance and 
opferation of facilities fo link tke freo natiols of tke world 


m 


an effective intenfational telecommunicítions’ (includ- 


ing televisión) network. 

POWEES OF THE COMMISSION 


8ec. 10. (a) Th(s Commission or, on tke authorization 
of tke Commission, any subcommittee or meirber thereof, 
skall have power to kold hearings and sit and act at suck 
times and places in the United States and abroad an4 ftfe 
Sftefe ti m e s , to require by subpena or otherwise tke attend- 
ance of such witnesses and tke production of such books, 
papers, and documente, to administer such oaths, and to 
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1 take such testimony, and te mako s a eh í aw - fa l expendí tur es 

2 as tlie Commission or such subcommittee or member may 

3 deem advisable. Subpenas shall be issued under the signa- 

4 ture of the Chairman of the Connnission and shall be served 

5 by any person designated by him. 

0 (b) The Commission may authorize the Chairman or 

7 the Vice Chairman to make the expenditures herein author- 
3 ized and such other expenditures as the Commission may deem 
9 advisable, Provided, however, That when the Commission 
40 ceases its activities it shall submit to the Appropriations Com- 
44 mittees of the Seríate and the House of Representativos a 

42 statement of its fiscal transactions properly audited by the 

43 Comptroller General of the United States. 

44 -fbf ( c) The Commission is authorized to secure from any 
4b department, ageney, or independent instrumentality of the 
40 Government any infomiation it deems necessary to carry 
4' out its funetions under this Act; and each such department, 
18 ageney, and instrumentality is authorized and directed to 
43 furnisk such information to the Commission, upon request 
^0 made by the Chairman or by the Vice Chairman when 
^4 acting as Chairman. 
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